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Good evening everyone, I would like to thank the Da’wah movement for inviting us and demonstrating that your religion is open to understanding and respecting perspectives other than your own, even though you may not agree with them. 

This evening’s topic is, “Who should man worship?" Worship is a very strong word with a lot implications and assumptions.  On the positive side, most feel that it is good to show reverence, gratitude and adoration to your Creator and follow His will and plan for your life. Nothing wrong with that, but let’s see what could and has gone wrong with something so positive. 

Taking a human example, if you heard that a woman ‘worships’ her boyfriend, what kind of assumptions could you draw from that? Certainly, see is in love with him and everything he does. Everything he does. So if she is mistreated by him she searches for a reason to blame herself. Maybe I did not make dinner good enough, or maybe I am not pretty enough, or maybe I am not taking care of him the way I should. The thought may never occur to her that he may be the problem.  And, now we have put our finger on the downside of worship, it can blind us when something is wrong because worship makes the assumption that the worshipped can only do good things. 

What if we said that we worshiped our Prime Minister or President?  Besides saying that we admire him or her, we are also implying that they can do no wrong--AND more importantly-- that we are never to question their words or actions. In essence, it turns off our critical thinking processes, which can be dangerous.

While it sounds a bit farfetched this behaviour actually happens with political leaders. The people who worship Donald Trump, totally overlook his negative side. In this month’s issue of the Atlantic magazine, they accurately summarize him saying he, “has no record of public service and no qualifications for public office. His affect is that of an infomercial huckster; he traffics in conspiracy theories and racist invective; he is appallingly sexist; he is erratic, secretive, and xenophobic; he expresses admiration for authoritarian rulers, and evinces authoritarian tendencies himself. He is easily goaded, a poor quality for someone seeking control of America’s nuclear arsenal. He is an enemy of fact-based discourse; he is ignorant of, and indifferent to, the Constitution; [that] he appears not to read.”

Yet, his follower’s worship of him blinds them to who he really is, and everyday an army of his surrogates come on TV to defend his nonsense, essentially telling you that black is white.  

So, OK you say, no human should ever be worshiped and that should only be reserved for God.  But, that does not solve the problem, because you have to determine which is the one, true God first.  Because, as you know, we are not supposed to worship any idols or false Gods. Does anyone know how many religions we have in the world today?  You would have to investigate about 4,200 of them! In that sum, Christianity is only counted as one religion but within Christianity itself, there are over 30,000 sects and around 50 versions of the bible in existence. 
All religions have this problem of different sects and versions of sacred texts. So I would throw out this question to anyone from any religion: “How do you know you know that you are following the correct religion and sect AND that you have the correct version of your scared writings?”  

One thing that I have noticed is that all religious people tell me is that they know two things for sure: 1) that their brand of religion is the correct one, and 2) that they are going to heaven…am I correct here? There is only one logical problem with that…all 4,200 religions cannot be correct because they all have different teachings, different paths to salvation, and different gods. 

But there is a further problem with gods. It appears that mankind has been inventing gods since caveman days. There are Egyptian gods, Greek Gods, Roman Gods, Chinese gods, Nordic gods, African gods, Aztec and Inca gods, Hindu gods, and native American Indian gods. In fact, the Godchecker website lists thousands of documented Gods. If any religion could prove their god was the true one, then all people would follow that god. Yes, there are miracles and signs but we don’t usually believe other’s religions miracles and signs are true. Christians here reject Hinduism and Islam as true religions because they declare that only way to heaven is through Jesus Christ. Hindus do not believe in Christian or Islamic doctrines and Muslims do not accept any other religion besides their own as true, as the next speaker will make abundantly clear. 

But that doesn’t help us answer tonight’s question “Who should man worship?” And, that answer is easy for most. It is the god of the religion that you were born in! How many here tonight studied all the major religions before you accepted Islam as the best one for you? Further, if all of you were born into Christian or Hindu families, what religion do you think you would be today? Can we let truth be decided by what family we are born into?  But research shows this to be true. 
But you say that you have a relationship with your God and you feel His presence every day. That’s great, but so do people from every religion, even the “false” religions of the past. Humanists do not determine what is true based on feelings. We seek facts and evidence upon which to base our views.
But OK, let’s say that you are actually worshiping the one, true god,… you would tell me that you would not have the Donald Trump problem because your God would never tell anyone to do anything that was wrong.  But surprisingly, there are examples of God doing this and I will give just one.  

When the Israelites were approaching Jericho to claim their promised land, God commanded them (Joshua 6:21) to “utterly destroy all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.” Note that God did not say just kill the soldiers or the men, but everyone right down to the infants. If that happened today in some part of the world do you know what we would call that?… genocide!…which is a crime against humanity.  In other words, we can lose our sense of what is right and wrong--and in the process--hurt others. Hence, the proverb, “Any strength taken to an extreme becomes a weakness.”
But, OK, let’s take it a step further and say that your God never told anyone to do anything wrong. Would that solve the problem? No. Why not? Because people have to interpret religion and that is why we have religious scholars, as it appears, at times, there may be some confusion about what God meant exactly, or what he would want us to do in a situation that is not covered in scripture. 

You all know that there are many schools of thought in Islamic community on such topics as medical ethics, euthanasia, the best form of government, what is the extent of human rights, what happens when science challenges something in the Koran, and so forth. So we are back to humans--who are certainly subject to error--making guesses about how God would view a certain topic. 
So my question here is how do you know that you are listening to correct scholar, cleric, or school of thought?

There is a lot at stake here, because sometimes an incorrect interpretation of God’s will can lead people to commit horrible acts in His name.  Studies have been made about the number of people killed in the history of mankind over religion.  It is estimated to be somewhere in the neighbourhood of 1 billion lives.  Each side in a religious war was prompted by worshiping and trying to please their god by wiping out what they thought to be the wicked or evil party…which is not always someone from another religion as you may well know. 

There are approximately 20 active religious wars in the world today. Each of those religions teaches peace and that killing is wrong and to love others.  Worship can give us the feeling that we are right and those who do not believe like us are wrong, and not only wrong--but evil.  This is how conflict is generated. Worship can make us more religious, while at the same time make us less spiritual. This lead Robert Green Ingersoll to say, "Strange but true: those who have loved God most have loved men least."
Do you think this problem is something that happens in other countries? Listen to what an intelligent, successful, and educated lawyer, no other than our own President, Anthony Carmona, had to say about people who do not believe like him in his Republic Day speech…“we must not in fact concede to those who are non-believers, to those who are agnostics, to those who are doubting Thomases, because you know what ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls? We believe in the power of God, we believe that in fact there is a God that will bring miracles to this land of ours.’’
I heard a politician in the US describing himself as a Christian first, an American second, and a Republican third. Group-Group-Group.  A Humanist would describe themselves as a human first, a human second, and a human third. In fact, our “bible,” which only has one sentence, says and I quote from Thomas Paine a founding father of America:  “The World is my country, all mankind are my brethren, and to do good is my religion.”  
We are not Africans and Indians living in Trinidad & Tobago, but we are Trini’s, but we are not only Trini’s but we are West Indians, and we are not only West Indians, but global citizens, that is, we are all humans. As soon as group loyalty takes over we lose sight of this fact and sometimes we feel superior others which can cause anything from discrimination to war.  

So how does all this work with Humanists?  Humanist don’t have to worry about worshiping, because we do not consider any religion or philosophy to “own” the truth--including ourselves. Therefore, we do not preach or try to convert others, including our own children. It also means that we have nothing to defend or kill for.
Speaking about truth, the Indian sage, Krishnamurti said, “truth is something living, moving, which has no resting place, which is in no temple, mosque or church, which no religion, no teacher, no philosopher, nobody can lead you to….There is no guide, no teacher, no authority….The moment you follow someone [else] you cease to follow Truth.” That is why Humanists endorse Shakespeare’s advice, “to thine own self be true.” At the end of your life you must answer to yourself, not all those other voices in your life. Because we assert that all gods and religions are created by man, we cannot worship any manmade system.
Truth cannot be put into a book any more than the ocean can be placed in a cup. Instead Humanists, as open systems--seek the truth. If you think that you have already discovered the truth, then you stop searching for it, and you become a closed system. 
So to answer tonight’s question, as long as worshipping does not lead you to feel superior to or hurt others or become a closed system and stop seeking the truth, then it can be considered OK for you.  But, given the violent history of mankind, Humanists cannot take that chance and have nothing to worship because we want to remain free and open and go to where truth guides us, but always with our radar switched on. So maybe what we really are really “worshiping” is the truth--which will set all of us free. 
Thank-you.
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