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When Trying to Please God Hurts People or Destroys Lives
Focus:  Trinidad & Tobago
"Strange but true: those who have loved God most have loved men least." - Robert Green Ingersoll (1881)

“So here we are moving toward the exit of the twentieth century with a religious community largely adjusted to the status quo, standing as a tail-light behind other community agencies rather than a headlight leading men to higher levels of justice.” 
· Martin Luther King - Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963)
This document categorizes and catalogs 36 human rights and other local issues that are causing discrimination, abuse, suffering and even death, that need to be addressed to advance our nation to comply with UN declarations and what is going on in the progressive countries.  Most of them are caused either directly by religion, or indirectly, by the state and politicians who do not want to anger religious voters by changing archaic laws. Some may be viewed as “cultural” but have their basis in religion. People should no longer be able to hide behind their God when it causes harm to others--even within their own religious community. There are too many versions of God in circulation and they cannot all be right, which is a good case for them being man made, especially since they represent an average 2,000 year old view of human nature and ‘science’ that does not square with the truth (modern science).  This document is not meant to be anti-religion--but anti-religious abuse--which led Mencken to say the following:
“Morality is doing right, no matter what you are told. Religion is doing what you are told, no matter what is right.”   H.L. Mencken
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	AREA
	ISSUES
	DESCRIPTION OF ABUSE
	INFORMATION

	Marriage
	Child Marriage
	The 1923 (Christian) Marriage Act states marriage is allowed at the age of consent which is 18, but there are 3 religious-based exceptions for minors (under 18). Muslim girl 12, boy 16 (p. 7), Hindu girl 14 (p. 7), boy 18, Orisa girl 16, boy 18 (p. 7). All parents must give consent in writing for the marriage. 
The Children’s Act (2012) states that children under the age of 18 cannot consent to penetrative sexual conduct was “a collective will to safeguard and protect our children. Early marriage can expose a child to:
• Decreased opportunity for education.
• Serious health risk, such as premature pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections.
• High risk due to early pregnancy.
• Increased likelihood of being subjected to gender-based violence” (Guardian).
Other Issues: 

1. Child marriage ‘steals their childhood’ (play, developing social skills, etc.) from them by forcing them into adulthood before they are ready for those realities 

2. Are at greater risk for mental health problems like depression, anxiety problems and bipolar disorder and are more likely to become dependent on alcohol, nicotine and other drugs


	· Children’s Act (2012)

· Marriage Act (Christian) 45:01  (1923)

· Hindu Marriage Act 45:03 (1945)

· Muslim Marriage & Divorce Act 45:02 (1961)

· Orisa Marriage Act 45:04 (1999)

· Archbishop Harris: CM = Rape (19May16) 

· Sanatan, Gender Affairs, Anti CM (18May16)
· IRO Executive Defense (19May16)
· Hindu Women Against CM (20May16)
· Govt to review child marriage age – Guardian (19May16)
· T&T Psychologists: Leave these girls alone – Express (6Jun16)


	
	Religious Marriage Officers
	The Marriage Act (1923, p. 6) states that only Christians can perform marriages. Three other separate Marriage Acts were created to address Hindus (1945), Muslims (1961), and Orisa’s (1999) religions. While civil marriages are allowed they must be performed by a Marriage Officer, Warden or the Registrar General.

Under these laws atheists, agnostics, Humanists, freethinkers and other non-believers are not recognized as a religion (or philosophy or way of life) by the state, and therefore, cannot become marriage officers. This is a form of discrimination making us second class citizens who do not enjoy equal rights under the law (“every creed and race finds an equal place?”). Only those who believe in God can marry couples, others are relegated to a 5-minute marriage in the Red House by a public officer.
	· Marriage Act (Christian) 45:01  (1923)
· Hindu Marriage Act 45:03 (1945)

· Muslim Marriage & Divorce Act 45:02 (1961)

· Orisa Marriage Act 45:04 (1999)

	
	Same-Sex Marriages
	Because homosexuality is still illegal in T&T, same-sex marriages are, by extension, illegal too. 
See issues with “Homosexuality.”
	Why T&T will never legalise gay marriage – Express (2Jul15)


	Repro-duction
	Abstinence Pledges
	The average age of initial sexual intercourse in Trinidad is 14.  From puberty some parents encourage their children to sign a pledge at an age that they have no idea of what they are committing to. 
Issues:
1. Studies show that they are not effective at delaying the initiation of sexual activity or in reducing teen pregnancy
2. They are one-third less likely than their non-pledging peers to use contraception when they did become sexually active

3. These programs do not address contraception or STD’s as they assume the pledger will keep their promise

4. They have no advantage over non-pledges in STD infection rates
5. They are less likely to seek testing or diagnosis
6. It is an all-or-nothing approach, once the pledge is broken there is no incentive not to continue to have sex
7. Some adolescents do not consider oral sex to be ‘sex’ and can be exposed to the ZIKA and HPV viruses and other orally transmitted diseases


	· Virginity Pledge – Wikipedia
· Facing Reality – Newsday (23Aug07)
· The Truth About Abstinence-Only Programs – Advocates for Youth
· Purity Certificates

	
	Contraception
	The Roman Catholic church does not allow any artificial methods of contraception.
Issues:

1. Unwanted children especially with poor, single women who cannot afford them or have time to raise them properly
2. Exposure to STDs (see: Africa article)
3. Exposure to the ZIKA virus
4. Increases the ‘need’ for abortions

5. Dangers to mother’s health from illegal (backyard) abortions
6. Increased health risks for women who are not able to accommodate a normal pregnancy
	· Contraception & Religion – BBC (2014)
· Catholic dogmas are killing people in Africa  - Salon (2015)



	
	Abortion
	The opposition to abortion is from total rejection (all circumstances and at any point in the pregnancy) (Catholic) to some types of restrictions (rape, incest, early term) like Islam which prohibits it after 4 months. 
In US law, a fetus does not become a human person with legal rights until birth. To get around this there are religious based legislative attempts to give the fetus legal rights as if it were a person.
Catholics believe that ensoulment takes place at contraception. Science has now determined that in the case of identical twins, a fertilized egg for twins splits into two on the 14th day AFTER conception; so the question is WHICH ONE gets the soul? 
While most agree that abortion should not be considered a casual form of birth control and maybe the earliest point at which a fetus becomes a ‘human’ (with legal rights) is when it can survive independent of the mother, there are strong arguments for it in certain circumstances.
Issues:

1. Denies a woman the right to control her body

2. Dangers to mother’s health from illegal (backyard) abortions, including death
3. Exposes women to significant medical risk if she can’t carry the baby to term or give birth in a normal way
4. If incest, the child may be retarded 

5. Where problems with the fetus are detected the child could be born with lifelong physical, genetic, or mental disabilities or problems
6. The mother may not be able to support or care for the child

7. The mother may be a teen or sub-teen (see “Child Marriage” for issues)
	· Religious Groups’ Official Positions on Abortion – PewResearchCenter

· Reasons for Abortion - BBC

	Medical Health 
	Human Papilloma Virus
	There is now a vaccination to prevent HPV which causes cervical cancer but it must be administered to girls at age 11 or 12 to be effective.  Some religions oppose it as they think it will send a signal to girls that they can be promiscuous.

Issues:

1. Many assume that their female children will not have sex before marriage and are therefore opposed to the vaccination deeming it as unnecessary; of course, they can still contract it from their (religious) husband when married, as he may not know he is carrying it

2. Others think that the scare of a disease will keep their daughters from sexual experimentation

3. HPV can be transmitted by oral sex which some teenagers do not consider “sex” (intercourse)
	· HPV Vaccination Begins – Ministry of Health (23Jan13)

· Ministry stops vaccine because of Catholic objections – Guardian (30Jan13)

	
	Prohibiting Vaccinations
	The Christian Science church believes that sickness is an illusion that can be corrected by prayer alone and while they do allow some medical treatments, vaccinations are prohibited.  There is not enough research in T&T to determine how widespread this problem is locally.

Issues:

1. The child’s health can be seriously endangered or they can die

2. The unprotected child can spread disease and cause outbreaks to other children


	· Vaccination and Religion -Wikipedia

	
	Faith Healing
	Rip off artists posing as faith healers are one kind of abuse but those posing as preachers like Benny Hinn are welcome in T&T.
Issues:

1. People are getting ripped off in the name of Jesus for millions of dollars that they desperately need for other things (rent, medicine, food, etc.)
2. Some people thinking they are “cured” stop seeking medical help or stop their medications and endanger their health
	Scam healers prey on vulnerable - BBC

Pastor Benny Hinn: Fraud, Scam & Divorce (2010)



	
	Faith in place of medical treatment
	“The medical ethics principle of autonomy justifies letting competent adults reject lifesaving medical care for themselves because of their religious beliefs, but it does not extend to rejecting medical care for children. Society has a duty to override parents’ wishes when necessary to protect children from harm” (FHRFCP).

7th Day Adventists refuse to allow blood transfusions, even for newborns, infants and children.
Issues:

1. The child can die or develop a chronic, life-long medical condition


	· Faith Healing: Religious Freedom vs. Child Protection 

· Children’s Healthcare is a Legal Duty, Inc.


	
	Dignicide
(Euthanasia)
	Dignicide (dying with dignity) is the termination of life usually because of an irreversible chronic disease or if one is in extreme pain, whether done by oneself or doctor assisted.  Religions consider this to be a form of suicide and are against it. 

Issues:

1. Religious persons will say that suffering incurred is a punishment from God and must be endured to purify oneself for the afterlife
2. They also say that only God can give or take life, so suicide can never be moral

3. Many times expensive and protracted treatments to keep someone alive (who can never recover) deny other people those resources (who are treatable)

4. It denies a right to control one’s life, but it is now legal in some US states

	· Religious Groups’ Views on End-of-Life Issues – PewResearchCenter

· Pro-euthanasia arguments - BBC



	
	Stem Cell Research & Cloning
	In the US, stem cell research is not generally opposed by religion unless it destroys human embryos to obtain cells.  Because there is not basic research in T&T in this area or cloning, it has not become an issue yet but some oppose it and say that, “we should not be playing God with human life.” Of course, these same people say it is OK to have a heart transplant, chemotherapy, and medicine on the whole. There could be resistance if stem-cell products are attempted to be brought into the country.  
“Christian US President George W Bush signed an executive order banning the use of federal funding for any cell lines other than those already in existence, stating at the time "My position on these issues is shaped by deeply held beliefs," and "I also believe human life is a sacred gift from our creator." This ban was in part revoked by his successor Barack Obama who stated "As a person of faith, I believe we are called to care for each other and work to ease human suffering. I believe we have been given the capacity and will to pursue this research and the humanity and conscience to do so responsibly" (Wikipedia)
	· Religious Groups’ Official Positions on Stem Cell Research – PewResearchCenter

· Human Cloning: Religious Perspectives  -  PewResearchCenter



	Children’s Rights
	Indoctrination


	Most religious families raise their children by only providing and reinforcing information that supports their religion and either ignoring or worse calling other religions and belief systems misguided, wrong, or even evil.  

Issues:

1. Indoctrination does not expose children to a number of different belief systems which is the equivalent of brainwashing and makes the assumption that a child has no right to choose their own belief system in contravention to the UN Child’s Rights Articles 12 & 13 (freedom of expression) & 14 (freedom of thought, conscience & religion), as age appropriate

2. Surely, by age 18 the adolescent has the total right to choose their belief system but they may shunned or ostracized from their family or group if they do so          

3. Looking down on other religions and belief systems enables a climate for discrimination, intolerance, abuse, hate speech, and even violence; many wars have been religious in nature
4. Some religious wars have become a permanent fixture. For example, Judaism vs. Islam (i.e., Israelis vs. Arabs), Protestants vs. Christians (Northern Ireland), Hindus vs. Muslims (India & Southeast Asia). 
5. Religious indoctrination about human nature is psychologically unhealthy in terms of the self concept (e.g., sinful, unworthy, dirty, must constantly atone for sin, guilt, etc.)


	· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990)

· Religiously-based civil unrest and warfare – Religious Tolerance.org

· The serious consequences of childhood religious indoctrination   



	Women’s Rights
	Inferiority

	In general women are treated as inferior to men in both Abrahamic religions (Christian, Jewish, & Islam) and in Hinduism and this carries over into everyday affairs such as women’s work positions, pay and many social and legal situations. 

Issues:

1. Because women are ‘inferior’ to men they can be paid less

2. Because they are ‘inferior’ they should not hold senior positions

3. They are often limited to stereotypical gender roles at work and in the home
4. They can be treated differentially in every other kind of social transaction 


	· Human Rights Briefs: Women in T&T – UNHCR

· Domestic Violence Act (1999)

	LGBT Rights
	Homosexuality
	Buggery (p. 12) is cited in the Sexual Offences Act (1986) as only a male offence (no female equivalent) and is punishable by life in prison if with a minor or 25 years if with an adult. It also goes on to state that men cannot have anal intercourse with a woman (even their consenting wife!).  

Great Britain abolished buggery laws in 1967 and the U.S., through a supreme court ruling, struck down all sodomy laws in 2003.  The UN has tried to pass a resolution on the matter, but has been blocked primarily by the Arab League nations. 

Homosexuals who are not citizens cannot enter T&T according to Section 8 (p. 13) of the Immigration Act (1969).  Remember, Elton John’s 2007 visit to Tobago?
The Equal Opportunity Act states:

7 (b) [discrimination] is done because of the gender, race, ethnicity, origin or religion of the other person or of some or all of the persons in the group;” (p.10)

“Gender” here is not defined in the Act but is used as the word “sex” which is defined as (p.10):  “sex” does not include sexual preference or orientation;” 

Issues:

1. Their rights are not explicitly secured under the Constitution or in the Equal Opportunity Act
2. Under the Sexual Offenses Act they are considered criminals and it allows others think they can abuse them
3. Discrimination against the gay community
4. Hate crimes/Hate speech

5. Denial of personhood (you can’t be who you are)
6. Adoption blocked

7. Employer benefits denied for partner
8. Cannot serve in the military

9. Sometimes, the denial of the provision of goods and services 

	· Sexual Offences Act (1986)
· LGBT rights in Trinidad and Tobago – Wikipedia
· LGBT rights at the United Nations - Wikipedia
· Immigration Act (1969)

· Equal Opportunity Act (2000)

· Elton’s Tobago visit opposed – Church Times (2007)



	
	Transgender 
	The state of one’s gender identity or gender expression not matching one’s biological sex and is independent of sexual orientation. 

Issues: 

1. Being denied the restroom of their gender is the most publicized issue

2. There is no legal process for changing one’s gender

3. Identity documents often require birth sex but some do not 

4. Police or immigration may have issues if they see one sex on a document and the appearance of another in dress and style

5. Banking transactions may be blocked when asked to verify your identity

6. Ignorant people may equate transgender with homosexuality and treat them the same (see list of issues with “Homosexuality”)

7. Their rights are not secured under the Constitution or in the Equal Opportunity Act

	· Transgender in T&T – Trinidad Guardian (20Jul15)

· Equal Opportunity Act (2000)

	Punish-ment
	Corporal Punishment
	There is no law against corporal punishment administered by either parents or teachers in T&T. The Global Initiative to end all Corporal Punishment of Children states, “Article 4 of the Children Act (2012)
confirms the right of parents, teachers and other persons having lawful control of a child or young person under the age of 16 years to administer “reasonable punishment” and excludes corporal punishment from this only for persons other than parents or guardians. 
Children’s human rights under in Article 37 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child require protection from corporal punishment by all persons and the explicitly repeal of all defenses such as those allowing “reasonable punishment.” The law should clearly state that no degree or kind of corporal punishment is acceptable or lawful, including by parents in the family home, and prohibition should be enacted of all corporal punishment in all settings and by all persons with authority over children.”

Issues:

1. Increases anxiety and fear

2. Hinders the development of empathy and compassion for others

3. Makes children angry in response

4. Heightens aggression toward others

5. Decreases compliance and increases resistance
6. Harms relationship with parent or caregiver

7. Potentially causes unintended and severe physical injury

8. Decreases self-esteem

9. Increases the probability for an array of undesirable social and psychological behaviours

10. Teaches that violence is an acceptable way to handle conflict
	· Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children - T&T Report
· Why Spanking Doesn’t Work -Time Magazine (2012)


	 
	Capital Punishment
	Exodus 21:23-4 advises us:  “But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth…” There are several crimes punishable by death but T&T has not carried out a hanging since 1999. 

“Capital punishment does not work. There is a wealth of mounting evidence that proves this fact. The death penalty, both in the U.S. and around the world, is discriminatory and is used disproportionately against the poor, minorities and members of racial, ethnic and religious communities. Since humans are fallible, the risk of executing the innocent can never be eliminated. Furthermore, the astronomical costs associated with putting a person on death row – including criminal investigations, lengthy trials and appeals – are leading many states to re-evaluate and re-consider having this flawed and unjust system on the books” (Amnesty International).
	· Death Penalty Database T&T – Cornell Law School

· Facts about Capital Punishment – Amnesty International 

	
	Wife Beating
	Religious scripture states or implies that women must be submissive to their husbands and some husbands think they have the right to physically abuse women to get their way. 

Issues:

1. Injuries and trauma to the woman

2. The wife lives in a constant state of fear

3. Damages the marriage relationship (divorce)

4. The children are watching and learning negative lessons from it 
	· Sexual Offences Act (1986)
· Domestic Violence Act (1999)
· Human Rights Briefs: Women in T&T - UNHCR

	Church-State
	Constitution -Not Secular

	While T&T is said to be a secular state, the Constitution states:
 (a) have affirmed that the Nation of Trinidad and

Tobago is founded upon principles that

acknowledge the supremacy of God, faith in

fundamental human rights and freedoms, the

position of the family in a society of free men

and free institutions, the dignity of the human

person and the equal and inalienable rights with

which all members of the human family are

endowed by their Creator (p. 27)

In one sense we can be said to be secular (by default) because we are not a theocracy (a form of government in which a country is ruled by religious leaders who claim to be in contact with God or who interpret scripture).  All theocracies in the history of mankind have been repressive, Iran is a good example. 
“This separation of two powerful institutions [church          and state] is a pre-condition for the free exercise of human rights. It is true that such separation does not guarantee human rights — as is shown by Communist dictatorships. But it has been proven again and again that lack of separation can threaten human rights — as is shown by societies living under religious rules, whether Sharia, Hindu Law, Halaka or Canon Law” (Concordat Watch).

The word "God" does not appear within the text of the Constitution of the United States. Trinidad also has no ‘separation of church and state’ provisions in its Constitution, like the US, either.  

Issues:

1. Assumes that we are ruled by God (which God, Christ, Allah, Krishna, who all have different rules and teachings?)
2. The state can attempt to determine what God thinks is right and wrong on various public issues
3. Makes it easier for religious groups to influence legislation and policies (abortion, sex ed, the ‘crime’ of homosexuality, etc.)
4. Makes non-believers second class citizens with no standing (7 states in the US ban atheist from running for public office)
5. Allows the state to endorse certain religions (1923 Marriage Act)
	· Constitution of T&T – (1976)
· Constitution of USA - (1787)

· First Amendment – US Constitution 

· Americans United for Separation of Church & State
· Religious Freedom in T&T - US State Department

	
	Constitution – Human Rights
	CHAPTER 1 -  THE RECOGNITION AND PROTECTION OF

FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

PART I -  RIGHTS ENSHRINED

4.  It is hereby recognised and declared that in Trinidad and Tobago there have existed and shall continue to exist, without discrimination by reason of race, origin, colour, religion or sex, the following fundamental human rights and freedoms…” (p. 32)
Issues: 

1. There is no mention of sexual orientation or gender so those categories are viewed as “non-human”

2. This also gives citizens and business owners the idea that they need not protect the rights of these groups in everyday transactions and affairs
	· Constitution of T&T – (1976)



	
	State Endorsement & Funding of Religion
	In T&T churches often approach the state for funding, land or even national holidays and they pay no income tax and have no reporting requirements on how they spent the money (even when they are operating businesses competing in the private sector). There is no law, regulation, or policy governing disbursement of funds. It is at the whim of the PM--who gets and who does not get--and what amount. The state endorses and funds a ‘National Day of Prayer.’
Issues:
1. We have police stations, schools and hospitals in need of repair, but we are giving precious resources to churches ($55M to Christian churches) whose members worship the ‘Creator of all Wealth;’ why do they need to beg from the state then?

2.  Why should atheist taxpayer money go to fund a superstitious organization? Why doesn’t the state give money to Humanist organizations (‘every creed and race find an equal place’)?
3. What about the religions who don’t get funded or get funded less—this is an injustice and shows some type of favoritism of the state
4. When is a religious festival deemed to be a “cultural” event for state funding purposes?

5. Why should churches be allowed to compete in profit making business (not fundraisers) and pay no tax, which is an unfair disadvantage to other businesses and religions? 

6. Government endorsement and funding of a religious activity discriminates against non-believers yet utilizes their taxpayer dollars (e.g., National day of Prayer)

	· It is the responsibility of the state – PM Kamla Bissessar (12Jan15)


	
	Concordat
	The Concordat is a 1960, 9-point agreement between the state and religious denominational schools to maintain their state funding while allowing them to function independently to a certain extent. 

The president of the T&T Unified Teachers’ Association (TTUTA), Mr. Sinanan, “called on current Education Minister Anthony Garcia to review the Concordat “as it is inimical to the development our country” and “perpetuates a class differential.” Sinanan said the “church-state arrangement is naked privatisation disguised as a partnership” (Guardian).
The Concordat weakens the separation of church and state by creating a privileged class of students. 
	· TTUTA: Dismantle church, state partnership – Guardian (25Apr16)

· Concordat Watch


	
	Religious Holidays & Displays
	The Christians have 5 public holidays (Good Friday, Easter Monday, Corpus Christi, Christmas, & Shouter Baptist Day), the Hindu’s and Muslims have one each (Divali and Eid-ul-Fitr) for a total of 7 religious holidays. 
There are religious displays on government property for certain holidays, thus giving the perception of endorsement by the state. 

Issues: 

1. Where is the fairness, formula or policy that determines who gets holidays and how many—how does that square with “every creed and race find an equal place?”
2. Can Humanists have holidays or only those who believe in God?

3. What regulates how religious displays on public property are handled other than the whim of the local authority?

4. What churches are not permitted to have public displays of their religion? 


	No religious displays on state property –Newsday (30Oct14)


	
	Data Collection
	In the 2011 national census (p. 17) while ten religions are listed (8 Christian), non-believers could fall into two other categories: “Other,” “None,” and “Not Stated.”  “Other” means another religion than those listed, while “None” (28,842) can either mean that one believes in God but does not belong to an organized religion, or an agnostic, atheist, Humanist, (the last three categories appear in the US census) or other non-theistic philosophy.  “Not stated” (146,798) can mean those who do not feel comfortable giving an answer, either because it is too personal or they fear some type of discrimination. It is the fourth largest category, so it is a significant number of people. 

Issues:

1. It appears that the government is not interested in collecting specific data on those who are believers with no church affiliation vs. non-believers and their types which is subtle form of discrimination

2. It implies that non-believers do not exist as a group


	· T&T Census (2011)

· US Census – Religion (2012)

	National Pledges & Prayers
	Pledge of Allegiance 
	The national pledge of allegiance also known as the Independence pledge follows:  
I solemnly pledge to dedicate my life
To the service of God
And to my country. 

I will honour my parents,
My teachers, my leaders and my elders,
And those in authority 

I will be clean and honest in all my thoughts,
My words and my deeds. 

I will strive, in everything I do
To work together with my fellowmen
Of every creed and race
For the greater happiness of all
And the honour and glory
Of my country.
Issues:

1. Dedicating one’s life to God assumes that all citizens believe in God and is prejudicial to non-believers and essentially sidelines them

2. The second stanza reinforces a fault in religious morality which is obedience to an “authority figure” (being good because someone is watching you) instead of striving to be self-regulating (good when no one is watching)

3. The last stanza essentially defines “creed” as someone who believes in God, not just any philosophy of life by how it is used

4.  The happiness for all clause is violated as long as the LGBT community is seen as being criminals or second-class citizens and non-believers do not enjoy equal rights as believers

	· Trinidad & Tobago Independence Pledge 

	
	National Anthem
	Forged from the Love of Liberty,
In the fires of Hope and Prayer,
With boundless Faith in Our Destiny,
We solemnly declare,
Side by side we stand
Islands of the blue Caribbean Sea,
This Our Native Land, We pledge our lives to Thee,
Here every creed and race find an equal place,
And may God - Bless Our Nation,
Here every creed and race find an equal place,
And may God - Bless Our Nation.

Issues:

1. See “National Anthem” comments

	· National Anthem of T&T 

	
	Oaths 
	Oaths are required for public offices, to swear in witnesses in court proceedings to tell the truth, and for citizenship allegiance. The Oath of Office Act and the Citizenship Act do not specifically state types of oaths but procedures for them. 

Citizenship oath: “I, [name], do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Trinidad and Tobago and that I will faithfully observe the laws of Trinidad and Tobago and fulfil my duties as a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. So help me God" 

Issues:

1. While there are provisions now for non-believers, when one is asked what religion they are for an oath and they say atheist, one gets a lot of strange looks. 
2. The citizenship oath still has God embedded in it. 
	· Oath of Office Act (1917) 
· Citizenship of The Republic of Trinidad & Tobago Act (1976)

	
	Prayer in School
	The Ministry of Education has an official prayer. Below it has these statements:

· a place where human dignity is respected

· where equal rights are accorded to all citizens

Issues:

1. The very existence of a school prayer is a violation of equal rights and disrespecting human dignity of non-believers

2. It is an endorsement of religion by the government

3. Non-believers who do not pray can be signaled out ridiculed or bullied


	· School Prayer Text – Ministry of Education

	
	Prayer at Government Functions 
	The opening of Parliament and the Law Term begin with prayers. Many other public meetings employ the blessings of the lord.  The government also endorses and funds a national day of prayer. 

Issues:

1. See: “Prayer in School” issues

2. Government endorsement and funding of a religious activity discriminates against non-believers and their taxpayer dollars


	· IRO call for a National Day of Prayer – IRO (15Feb16)

· Prime Minister announces a Day of Prayer and Thanksgiving – Loop (21Sep15)


	Education
	Concordat – Curriculum 
	The Concordat (1960) has nine points, here is the excerpt on what can be taught in private schools: 

2.  In denominational schools, no books or apparatus to which the denominational authority formally objects, will be introduced or imposed.

If religious schools do not want to teach evolution or other controversial topics (sex education), they have the right to teach Creationism (God created the world) which is not scientific but a theological theory. 

Issues: 

1. Private schools do not have to present scientific facts that oppose their belief systems which leads to an uneducated citizen and workforce in those areas
2. Students are in a sense lied to when they are told that Creationism is a scientific theory

	· Concordat Watch


	
	Sex Education
	“In his very first statement after being sworn in as a Minister (Sep 2015), Mr. Garcia said that religious education should be taught in schools, saying that this “is important, that it is vital”, while he asserted that sex education is “the responsibility of the parent.” In any sensible country, the opposite holds, with religious beliefs being a private matter that the state does not get involved in, whereas information about sex is taught to young people in schools” (TTHA).

Sex education (Health and Family Life Education programme (HFLE),  is inadequate even in public schools, but denominational schools can avoid the topic altogether and substitute abstinence pledges instead that sound good, but do not work.  “Research has revealed that the average age of sexual intercourse is 14 [in Trinidad]. A study conducted on the sexual health needs of youth in Tobago found that the average age of first sex was 15.2 years for girls and 13.1 years for boys” (Express).

By not having a comprehensive, age-appropriate sex education curriculum, we are not addressing the following problems: 

1. Increased teen pregnancies

2. Increased exposure to STDs/HIV

3. Abuse by adults and coercion by peers

4. Cancer of the cervix (early sexual activity)


	Education Minister, Anthony Garcia, has his priorities upside down – TobagoNews (20Sep15)

	Recreation
	Marijuana
	There is a push to legalise marijuana (as recently done in some US states) which is being resisted by religion.  Alcohol is a drug and most Christian and Hindu sects allow it, only Islam forbids it. 

Issues:

1. There is a double standard with alcohol and marijuana

2. Marijuana is generally less harmful to health than alcohol (the latter which causes accidents, domestic abuse, health problems, and death)
3. Our court systems are clogged with marijuana cases that destroy a person’s reputation and employability as they carry a criminal record for life

4. Those who go to prison learn more serious and violent crimes from seasoned criminals and may wind up joining a gang when out

5. It denies the state tax revenue (if legalized)

6. When not legalized the quality and contents have much variability (making it unpredictable in its effect)

7. It puts people in touch with pushers who also sell much more dangerous drugs

8. Provides pushers with cash to purchase weapons for more serious crimes

9. Millions of dollars can be saved on the ‘war against drugs’ and spent where it is needed more

	· Working to reform marijuana laws -NORML

· Legalizing marijuana in T&T – Newsday (25Aug13)

	
	Gambling
	Religions first resisted the introduction of gambling and betting in T&T until they found they could financially benefit from it (and not pay taxes). 
Issues:

1. There is a double standard as most religions have no problems with horse racing bets, bingos and raffles, the latter two as it is gambling for a good cause
2. Just because the law currently allows gambling does not mean religious opposition has disappeared
	· Gambling & Betting Act (1963)

· Casino Gambling – IPS (19Nov97)
· Stop gambling? Manning must be crazy (8Oct06)



	
	Artiste Banning
	Some musical artists are banned from entering T&T because of their lewd, sexually explicit, or violent lyrics that some religious authorities object to. 

Issues:

1. This amounts to moralistic government censorship that goes beyond protecting children into controlling what adults can engage in as entertainment
2. Cable TV channels with similar content from extra-regional sources do not appear to be problem, so a double standard is in operation


	· Elton’s Tobago visit opposed – Church Times (2007)

	Terrorism
	Islamic 
	Some Trinbagonians are going to Syria to join ISIS or belong to local radial groups that believe in jihad the struggle of Islam against Western forces. On July 27th, 1990, the Jamaat al Muslimeen attempted a national coup. A Trinidadian was sentenced to life in the US after plotting to firebomb JFK airport in 2007. 
Issues:

1. Violence

2. Mass terror 

3. Political instability

4. Loss of confidence by foreign investors
	· 89 Trinis join ISIS fighters - Guardian (16Nov15)

· Jamaat al Muslimeen coup attempt – Wikipedia 
· Spotlight on Trinidad and Tobago's Jamaat al-Muslimeen – Terrorism Monitor (2007)

· Trini gets life in US jail for JFK terror plot – Guardian (2007 plot)




Past Battles:  Where secularism has advanced mankind’s rights and progress locally
This final section lists where religion used to abuse people but has become ‘enlightened’ only after secular--and those believers who knew they were wrong and hurting people in God’s name--advocated for the moral course. 
1. Trinity Cross Medal -  Queen's Trinity Cross medal scrapped... because it's 'too Christian' – Mail Online (8May09)

2. Opposition to Interracial Marriage - Biblical passages used to condemn interracial marriage - PewResearchCenter
3. Playboy magazine ban - Trinidad bars Playboy (1974)
4. Slavery - The American Churches, The Bulwarks of American Slavery  [it’s difficult to find references to British churches on slavery]
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